The Park is not a bank! Don’t let you dog leave deposits!
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After a long day at work and an even longer commute, I arrive home in darkness.   I am greeted by a familiar furry face that bounces happily on the spot at my arrival.  After a day in the freezing cold I want nothing more than to collapse on the sofa in front of my favorite soap but alas the poor creature has been at home alone most of the day.  While I have been working hard he has snoozed in his bed.  It is time for a walk he says with his indignant nudges and excited yips.  Its windy and dark with the threat of rain but those big brown eyes of hope can not be ignored.   So off we go leaving the luring warmth of the house and out into the night.  Rather than stick to the pavements we head to the park where a flexi lead allows some well deserved running and pouncing.  Before long work worries and numb fingers are forgotten as I watch the simple pleasure he derives from chasing a stick or ball.  The wind dies and the stars appear as the night becomes beautiful and crisp.  Things are as they should be one girl and her dog, until…… squelchy! Someone else has been enjoying the park with their faithful companion and has left the evidence behind! 

Standing in dog faeces causes the same universal response from the unlucky victim.  First comes the question why me? Quickly followed by anger at the utter unfairness of your current predicament then the dance of disgust as you try to remove the offending excrement for your shoe, and finally the despair at the fact that no matter how much you scrape those shoes will need thorough cleaning on your arrival home.  As a dog owner standing in poo seems to burn deeper.  It gives the dog owning public a bad name and it is a small few that ruin the reputation of others.  I have picked up a poo with a money off voucher when I once forgot a poobag not to mention the time I went into a nearby shop to ask for a plastic bag.  Then some arrogant person decided they were too good to scoop that poop and I stand in it? Sometimes life just isn’t fair.  

Its annoying, its disgusting and it makes me angry but there are far more serious implications to leaving dog fowl behind.    

I am sure we are all aware that faeces can contain numerous dangerous bacteria including e.coli, salmonella and campylobacter that are often the cause of horrendous vomiting and diarrhoea.  Despite these nasty bacteria taking most of the credit for dog poo dangers a much more sinister and less well know parasite can also reside inside.  Toxocara canis is a worm that lives inside the intestines of  dogs.  Its eggs are shed in the faeces and these can be picked up by people mainly children when they play on the grass.  The parasite will hatch from the egg and migrate through the body of the unlucky child and can end up anywhere from the liver to the heart or even the eyes.  This causes a vast array of health problems that are not easily treated.  The most shocking effects [image: image2.png]


can be blindness due to the larvae floating inside the eye. 


So now you understand the public health risks associated with dog poo and be a responsible citizen and always pick it up when in the park.  So while out walking in the less populated countryside with no children for miles your dog does a poo.  Surely it’s ok to leave the poo behind then rather than carry it for miles back to the car, right?  

Wrong!

Dogs also carry a tapeworm that lives part of its life in sheep.  The tapeworm will form large cysts in the sheep’s organs particularly the liver.  Sheep are a farmer’s lively hood and if he can’t make money he can’t feed his family.  The damage caused by this tapeworm to the body of the sheep causes parts of the carcass to be rejected at the abattoirs.  It is one of the  most common cause of lamb liver rejections in the UK.  This means it has a significant economic impact for the farmer.  In rare cases the parasite will form a cyst in the sheep brain cause neurological signs often leading to the death of the sheep.  On occasion these cysts can from in humans and causing severe disease and even death.  

To finish I would like to leave a philosophical question.  If your dog poops and you don’t scoop but no-one sees you, will that stop it sticking to the bottom of my shoe……
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